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by Sojourner Truth



Frances Dana Barker Gage 
(1808-1884)

●  Was a leading American reformer, feminist 

and abolitionist. 

● Married James Gage (lawyer & abolitionist)

● In 1851, she was elected president of the 

women’s rights convention in Akron, Ohio.

● During the Civil War, Gage served for 13 

months as superintendent of a camp of 500 

freed slaves on Parris Island, South Carolina.

● Successfully lobbied for an 1861 Ohio law that 

granted limited property rights for married 

women.



Sojourner Truth (1797-1883)

● Born and enslaved in New York State

● Was a slave in Dutch-speaking Ulster County, New York

● Her first language was Dutch 

● Abolitionist and women's rights activist

●  escaped with her infant daughter (Sofia) to freedom in 1827

●  Went to an abolitionist family named the Van Wageners. The family 
bought her freedom for twenty dollars and helped Truth successfully 
sue for the return of her five-year-old-son Peter, who was illegally sold 
into slavery.



Cont.
● First black woman to successfully challenge a white man in court

● In 1843, she declared that the Spirit called on her to preach the 

truth, renaming herself Sojourner Truth.

● Truth spoke at Women's Rights Convention in Akron, Ohio (1851)



“Ain’t I A Woman”
The Beginning:
People were unwilling to hear Sojourner. Begged to not 
let her even stand to speak.

They thought it would weaken the cause/message. It 
was not the fight for the rights of African Americans. 
The fight was for women’s right. They felt that a black 
woman speaking would stray away from that central 
idea.

Sojourner seemed a little discouraged.

The Middle: 
She took a stand. She rose up with her head held high. 
She developed the courage to take-on a defiant crowd. 
Her voice was not loud or particularly strong. But her 
words resonated. With this deliverance, she 
demanded attention & the crowd was now focused on 
her and her presence.But most importantly, her 
empowering speech.

The End:
Truth amazed the crowd. They went from defiant to inspired.  
They were shocked, and applauded her speech.





STP
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Questions
1. Is it important for transcriptions to entirely represent the person or subject it is 

made for? Why?
2. Why do you think Sojourner Truth’s “Ain’t I A Woman” speech became so 

prominent ?
3. In her rendition Gage included lines such as “...and bear de lash as well,” and 

further mentions of slavery and race . Why?


