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Judith Butler
➔ Born February 24, 1956 in Cleveland, Ohio.

➔ Philosopher & gender theorist.

➔ Work has influenced political philosophy, ethics, and the fields of 

third-wave feminist, queer, and literary theory.

➔ Butler’s father was a dentist and her mother was an advocate for 

fair housing.

➔ She studied philosophy at Yale University, receiving B.A. (1978), 

M.A. (1982), and Ph.D. (1984).

➔ Taught at Wesleyan University, George Washington University, 

Johns Hopkins University, and the University of California & 

Berkeley.

➔ Also an author; Two of her most famous books are Gender Trouble: 

Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (1990), and its sequel, 

Bodies That Matter: On the Discursive Limits of ‘Sex’ (1993),  



Judith Butler (CONT.)
➔ One of her innovations was to suggest that gender is constituted by 

action and speech—by behaviour in which gendered traits and 

dispositions are exhibited or acted out.

➔ First to explain/use the concept of gender performativity.



Gender trouble



 Gender Trouble: Feminism and the 

Subversion of Identity focuses on 

issues pertaining to gender identity 

and feminism. It emphasizes the 

importance of fluidity in a person's 

gender and uses the term 

performativity to describe gender as 

a performance.



In the first chapter, “Subjects of 

Sex/Gender/Desire,” Butler calls into question 

terms and concepts that are generally taken for 

granted, including the supposed divide between 

sex and gender, and women. She also argues 

against culturally-constructed binaries that she 

thinks is a biased way of thinking about the 

mind and body. The concept women is equally 

tainted because defining it gives rise to the very 

exclusionary practices feminism claims to reject. 

The task for feminism is to define and theorize 

gender and feminist politics without reference to 

women or the female body.



Shows the importance of language and 

representation of identity. It can be a bad 

or bad or good thing. It can be recealing or 

deceiving

Here, she breaks the link between gender and sex. This 

aids to her perception of gender and its construct. 

“Men” or “Women”do not always necessarily align to 

the body associated with them.

To me, this shows the fluidity and 

complexity of gender and why it 

can be seen as performative. It is 

not definite and can be easily 

defined, despite whatever social or 

cultural boundaries are placed.



After reading this, it reminded of this 

video. She talks about performativity and 

what it means for gender to be 

performative.

She does not think we are born with a 

specific gender, instead it established 

through the way we move, talk speak, or 

even our social roles. Society also has an 

impact on one’s  understanding and 

formation gender.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bo7o2LYATDc


Questions
- Do you with Judith Butler’s claim that gender is a performance?

- Why do you think language is very important when it comes to “labeling” or 

referring to people, especially women?

- Who in society sets these standards and understanding of what it is to be a 

certain gender?


